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. Pasadena Lawyer and Client Tell Their Story in ‘SiCKO’

By Rebecca Beyer
Daily Journal Staft Wetar

PASADENA — Scoft O, Glovsky didn't meet Mi-
chael Maore until two weeks ago, but the Pasadena
bazed attorney ad one of his clients are featured m
Moore's new decumentary “SICKO," which opens

nationwice today

health care system's weaknesses

Glowsky sad the filim's producers were referred 1o
Tarn becanse of las work i insurance bad-fath cases.
He said he and Watanabe were interviewed twice in
2006, once at her home in Eagle Rock just a few weels
Db eer trial agaimest Bloe Shield amd once, after the

tirss day of trial, in his office

The *SICED" crew tried to film Glovsly's opening
staternents, bul Blue Shield objected, arpang that the
film crew was not a news organization. A judee denied
the producers’ request fo tape inside the courtroem,
| But Watanabe remembers how she felt.
| See Page 4 — PASADEMNA

Gilowsley, of Ackin & Glovsky, and his cBent, Maria
Watanabe, who won a breach-ofconfract verdict
against Blee Shield in 2006, are featured in the film
— along with several other Califorma altormeys o
their chients — to highBght some of the United States

EERARI BURKHART / for thr Diaily Jeurzal
Litigator Scoit C. Glovsky, akove, and his client, Maria Watanabe, will speak at a special
screening of “SECKO" on Monday for the Consumer Attorneys of California and the
Consumer Aftorney Assaciation of Los Angeles
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"Seott did an arazing job haadling
my case against a bunch of lawyers”
she said. “0On the first day i court,
he was the only lowyer on my side.
When 1 looked at the other sde,
hevw many lawyers there were, even
a technician — and Scoft is daing
everything.”

Producer Merhan O'Hara said she
hopees the film will help Americans to
“no longer just accept the fact that we
have a broken system.”

{¥Hara also worked with Meore on
“Fahrenheit /117 and “Bawhmg for
Colurnbane,”

In 2002, when Watanabe began
experiencing  headaches,  blurred
vision, dizziness,  voniting  and
blackouts, she was relieved when she
received betters from her HMO deay
mygr ardditional tests,

T was still kind of acred,” said
Watanahe, whose cousin died of a
brain tumor a vear before her symp-
toans bepan,

“But it gave me this sense of, ‘(h,
the doctor who did the denial must
koo wlhiat's poing o, Maybe there's
oothing really wrone with me.”

(road Samaritan Medical Practics
Association, a health maintenance o
gamization contracted by Blue Shield,
centinued to deny Watanabe dizmmos-
tic consultations and warious tesis,
inchuding an MEL w0 200 and 240
When Watanabe wenl 1o visit rela-
tives in Japan, they were so appalled
by her condition that they took her

for & MBI Watanabe was diagnosed
with a noncancersus brain turmes
With Cloveky's help, Watanabe
syed Blue Shield m Novemnber 2004
for breach of contract. In June 2006, a
jury awarded her just $65 in compen-
satory damages. Walewabe o Cali-
forie Flostcions Service, BUI200R
(LA Super. Ct., filed New. 3, 2004).
Crlowsley zod his partner, appellate
gpecialist Sharen ). Arkin, are appeal
mg 5 Los Angeles County Superior
Conrt judee's dectsion that Good Sa-
miaritan, which denied the care and
wis condracted by Blue Shield, was
not acting on belall of Bhae Shiekl
Dand Seldin, a Blue Shield of
Califormia spokesman, said that the
S award was for an opomelnst
wisit that had naot been covered fos
Watanabe, He sand that the court han
ruled that Blue Shield, which was
Watanabe's Insurance oompany, was
et Babile for the denial of the MEL
other tests because the denzals were
e by a third party.
He =aid the company had oo com-
ment an Moose's documentar v,
Detore have ool been able 1o
remnove Watanabe's tumor. She has
proflems with her periphery vision
and balanee, 15 slightly weaker on
Teer left sube, and has regular MRS 10
mimibr the tumor’s size
Another powerful story i the film,
('Hara gawd, was Dawnelle Barris'
Barmis' Deyear-old daughter diexd
because, as the fmily claimed in
a lawanit, Kaiger delaped her treal-

meent unfil she could be ransterred
ter & hospital within its system. Ken
M. Sapelman, a San Diego-based i
torney, represents Barris. Horrs o
County of Los Angeles, TCHT065 (LA
Super, CL, liled May 2, 1994).

Barris was awarded 513 million,
bt the award was reduced because
of the 5250000 Califorpia cap on
nomeconomis damages mancated by
the Medical Inury Compensation
Reform Act of 1975

“Ultimatedy. what wie had was a situ-
ation where [my client] was a victim
twice,” Sigrelman saad. “First, she was
the victim of a health care system that
was very serously out of whack and
seonil, she was the victim of a legal
system that provided ber a plainiy
imateruate remedy.”

Azide froan demdaks ol cane, the uim
highlights rescission and  patient-
dutriping cases,

In the tace o bsration, hospitals
and HMOs heave spoken out agasst
patient dupang awed have taken steps
i correct patent discharge polices.
Many health plans defend rescissson
mractices in cases where the plan
determines that 3 patient has not flly
dizclosed has or her health history.

A representative of the Sacramen-
to-hased Assoctation of Californua Life
aimd Health Insurance Cos. whach
represents A5 companies, could not
I reached for comiment,

Los Angeles attorney Heather M
MeKeon represented another woman
i Muore's film. MeKeon, an assoc-

alie al The Quisenbeiiy Law Firm, i
Baund by a confidentiality agreement
within tee settlement of the case and
camd discuss its details.

But she said the il is imgoriao
for people to understand the scop
of e problem within the LS. ealth
Care systemL.

“Its really onporiaol lor peopls
lor realize that this could happen i
them,” she said “Feople anly think
that this bapgens o people who don®
have insurance, and that's a peint
want ot there”

Moore attemded o oreenmg o
“HCKD” Monday naght on Skid Row
i fromt e the Union Bescue Mission

Glovsky and Watanabe wall speak
at & special sereenang of “SCKD" on
Monday for the Consumer Attorneys
ul Lalifornda and the Consumer Aftod
ney Association of Los Angeles. They
toth atended amy were homred ot
e Los Angeles pegaien e of the filis
Tiesday nigrhl

Glowsky, 40, aticoded Coomell Law
School. His practice focuses on insui-
ance bad faith, catastrophic persons]
injury, employment and  health-re
lated litigation.

“My father is a physician,” he said
"B growing up, 1 theught universal
health care was an awhul thing. Bt
beevause of the abuses | see every dey

s, | am fully in Gvor of it Whe 1,

saw Moore [Tuesday night], | tobd
him | really hope what he's dons
and his great work will put me oui of
husiness.”
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