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Claremont silver screen in ‘Sicko’

attorney on

By Redmond Carolipio

Saaff Writar
‘ ii J to see Michael Moore's

latest film, they're also
gnlng to see & s1ory that has
local ties

hen more people file in

"Hicko” is Moore's biting
examination of the nation's
health care system. The movie
OO PEres the 1.5 system with
that of other nations, such as
Canada and France, and it
also rife with extreme examples
af how HMOs and other ele-
ments of the LA system have
fabled their patlents.

{me such example 19 detailed
by Beott Glowsky, an attorney
who lives in Clarermont and
works for Arkin & Gloviky in
Pazadena, specializing i
health-care related litigation

Glovsky sued the HMO of
Maria Watanabe, an Eagle Rock
woman whe Glovsky said was
prevented from seeing speclal-
ists and underzoing tests that
would have revealed a brain
tumaor that she had.

“She had a family member
die of a brain tumor, and she
was worried ahout the same
thing happening to her.”

Director Michasl Moore and attormey. Scott Glovsky bookand Glovsky's client Maria Watanabe,

on many of the systematic
flaws of the health care systam,
witleh could explain why
Glovsky and Watanabe ware
chosen 1o be interviewead for
the movie

“Yeah, they found ME, actu-
ally,” Glovsky sald, “T guess it
might have been from my repu-

Both of them were inter-
vigwied by the producers of the
MoviE 00 PwWo SEpirale oo

sions, and both =aid the produc- |

ers were content to just let
them talk

“They just wanted to know
whist [ went through, every-

that things like this happen to
people, Thess companies need
to know that they're dealing
with precious 1ives.”

Glowvsky sald he alse got a lot
out of enjoyment out of the
Interview process for the movie.

"They didn't try to direct us
inany way. They just tarmed
on the camera and asked gen-
eral questlons,” he sald. “And it
wis nice to see the kind of
warmth and caring the produc-
ers showed — it was touching.”

Both Watanabe and Glovsky
had the opportunity to meet
and talk with Michael Moors as
wiall.

*That was interesting, He's o
very polarizing character,”
Glovsky said, "But he wis very
humble, down-to-earth and
friendly, We also got close with
the producers that interviewed
us — they got big hugs when
we saw them at the premiere.”

Cortesy phia

“A GREAT TIME AT THE |
MOVIES FOR EVERYONE!"

“Perfect for the
whole family!"

Suxndie Newton, CBS-TYV

Glowsky said. *She was having  yui0n in the community, but  thing that happened,” STEVE MORGAMN ||

headaches, dizziness — she another lawyer divected thern  Watanabe sald. “Thinking CARELL FREEMAN | |

blacked out a few times. And 0 e 1o this day, © still don't  about it now, it's very disturb- |

Efsrz:'rfmmm" kept getting ko whe,” ing, very upsetting to know |
Watanabe went to her physi- "WE SEER” n 'Y

cinn, who repeatedly attempted

to @et her an MEL and other e i

tests to find out what was
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Wrong including a trip o an il M-

opthamolegist, However, qu'm‘l - e

Watanabe's HMO shot down a1 M ety |
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every attempt. Her physician e Py |

ey ' Berrwplrama |7 Bick's Pass Shamym
cven tried lving to the HMO in A R N
an effort to get the tests done. — .

Progress was made when
Watanahe visited family in
Japin. Horrified at her deterio-
rating condition, they took her
"||IRF:|‘.:|I. where she was
able to'get an MEL The tests
confirmed the warst —
Watanabe a briin tumor,

I i

While in Japan, she under-
went surgery to remove the
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tumar, bt the damage was GET WII.LL 0 M
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dong — permanent optic nerve

damage

“The sad thing is, after
gery, her physiclan recom-
mended thit she see an
opthamolagist, which is normal
after you have hrain surgers,”
Glovsky said. “And the HMOD
here back in the States denled
her again. That's about the
time she came to me.”

The Watanabe case touched
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